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Sunday 26th July 2020 - 7th Sunday after Trinity  
 

1 Kings 3.5-12 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask 
what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this 
your great people?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,2I now do according to your word. Indeed I give 
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you.’  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Romans 8.26-39 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called 
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all 
of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For 
your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ He told them 
another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the 
good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52And he said to them, 
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ. 



For your information 

Message from our new Team Rector 
Today - Tuesday - we all arrived in Sevenoaks and started to unpack. How lovely and unexpected as we 
came into our new home was to receive the gifts and cards from people upon our arrival. The generous 
and unexpected hamper, flowers, cards and photographs were wonderful. We all are hugely delighted to 
be here among you and personally touched by everyone's kindness. Thank you to everyone. On 
Wednesday the removal van comes bringing most of our possessions and we will, over the next couple 
of days, begin to call a house a home. However, we have already felt the prayer, warmth and kindness of 
you all. For this we are so touched and immensely grateful. 
Our warmest greetings and thanks 
Mark (Team Rector), Karen, James, Grace and Olivia 
 
St Lukes  are now holding an 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Service, people will be asked to enter and 
exit via the North Porch.  At 10.15am there is also a Parish Eucharist which is being zoomed for those 
not able to attend,  but the code is not generally circulated until Saturday afternoon as a new one is used 
each week for security purposes. For this later service people arrive at 10.00am and are ushered to a seat, 
leaving promptly at the end, but can distance chat outside. There is no criteria for attending and anyone 
is welcome. 
 
Loaves and Fishes There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult 
times for us all. If you are shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am 
sure it would be greatly appreciated. Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into 
which goods can be placed and she will undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 
 
Services for the week  
Tuesday team prayers : 7.15pm for about 20 to 30 mins via Zoom. Link information to follow  
Wednesday Compline: from 7.45pm for 8pm start via Zoom. Service approximately 30mins. Usual link 
etc applies but copied below for ease of use: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=TnZxenFXRE1HYTNSMk84WWhxVFkzdz09 
ID is 616 146 1466 
password    stmarys 
 
From the Churchwardens:    The church is now open for private prayer from 10.00am to noon each 
Saturday until further notice.  Please follow the instructions when visiting. 
Zoom services - recording of services 
As some of you may have noticed Daphne had been recording our Zoom services. The intention had 
been to place the audio only part of some of the services on our website so that those who are unable to 
join us using Zoom could at least listen to them at another time.  Unfortunately we haven't yet mastered 
the technology to do this and so Daphne has deleted all recordings from her computer.  We do not plan 
to record services until further notice (if for reasons of technological hiccups any services or part thereof 
are recorded then they will be deleted from Daphne's computer). 
Zoom services - background concerns 
Please remember that anyone who logs into the service can see the background you are sitting in front of. 
So if, for example, you have any priceless heirlooms or family photos you would prefer not to be open to 
"public viewing" please either remove them from camera shot, change where you sit or choose to use a 
virtual background in the meetings settings area of Zoom. 
 
Please pray for  Sarah Seuwing - The daughter of Peter Flynn’s friend Pat who is very seriously ill 
 
Bible Study and Prayer Group (suspended for the month of August) 
A regular group meets for prayer and bible study each Monday morning in the Lady Chapel where there 
is a prayer board for people to pin up their prayer requests. 
The meeting starts at 9.45 for prayer and this is followed by bible study. The meeting usually lasts 
approximately 1½ hours.  To date we have studied Women of Faith, Life Changing encounters from the 
Gospel of John, Exodus 1-18, Romans 1-5, Guide to Psalms, Job and Philippians.  We are currently 
studying Judges “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”.  If you would like to join us you will be made very 
welcome.  Please contact "Daphne Harrison" daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk or “Ronnie 
Todd” vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk 
PLEASE NOTE, DURING LOCKDOWN WE ARE MEETING VIA ZOOM 
 



 
Coffee following Services  Each Sunday for the time being we are staying on Zoom after the 
service - giving people a couple of minutes to pop out and make a coffee - and then come 
back and have a chat and catch up with some of the congregation you have not seen, just as 
we would if we were able to be in the church. 
 
Virtual Coffee Morning We now meet for a virtual half hour coffee morning on Thursdays 
at 11.00am.  Come and have a chat with some people you have not seen for some time.  Sign 
on instructions are as below  
 
Poverty and Hope 
Dear Friend  
In this time of global pandemic we are anxious not to forget marginalised people and 
communities living in poverty. Their needs remain and, in many cases, have been exacerbated 
by COVID-19.  
Our annual Poverty and Hope Appeal aims to raise money to help such marginalised people 
address the causes of poverty. Projects work with the local Church so our support is a huge 
encouragement to our brothers and sisters in Christ as they reach out to help their local 
communities. We continue to support projects in Burundi, Sri Lanka, Syria, Zimbabwe and 
Kent.  
We know that the pandemic has greatly affected many members of our communities and that 
these people need our help and prayers. But we hope that you will not forget people whose 
lives are disadvantaged by global poverty and will feel able to support the Poverty and Hope 
Appeal in whatever way you can.  
 Yours sincerely 
Debbie Cooper, Coordinator, Diocese of Rochester Poverty and Hope Appeal 
6 Calverley Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2SH 
  
 
Regular Link to Services and Coffee Morning 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=z-ZBEpPZ2UtHf2kJikI6N7bM9HDuqg8 
Meeting ID: 616 146 1466 
Password: stmarys 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Opening Hymn: King of glory, King of peace 
 
King of glory, King of peace, 
I will love thee; 
and that love may never cease, 
I will move thee. 
Thou hast granted my request, 
thou hast heard me; 
thou didst note my working breast, 
thou hast spared me. 
 
Wherefore with my utmost art 
I will sing thee, 
and the cream of all my heart 
I will bring thee. 
Though my sins against me cried, 
thou didst clear me, 
and alone, when they replied, 
thou didst hear me. 
 
Seven whole days, not one in seven, 
I will praise thee; 
in my heart, though not in heaven, 
I can raise thee. 
Small it is, in this poor sort 
to enrol thee: 
e’en eternity’s too short 
to extol thee. 

Final Hymn: How great thou art 
 
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 
how great thou art, how great thou art. 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee; 
how great thou art, how great thou art. 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
Then sings my soul, 
 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin. 
Then sings my soul, 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart; 
when shall I bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim: my God, how great thou art. 
Then sings my soul, 
 
Closing music: Scherzetto by William Walton 
 


